
PHSCE- The World’s Natural Resources 

Task One: Explain what renewable and non-renewable resources are. You may choose to do this an 

information text or PowerPoint presentation.  

Information 

A natural resource is something that is found in nature and can be used by people. Earth’s natural 

resources include light, air, water, plants, animals, soil, stone, minerals, and fossil fuels. People need some 

natural resources to stay alive. They use others to make their lives better. 

Every place on Earth has its own unique group of natural resources. Some countries have lots of oil or 

diamonds.  

Renewable Resources 

Many of the natural resources people need to survive are renewable. Renewable resources—such as sunlight, 

water, and air—cannot be used up. However, pollution can make them harder to use. 

Plants and animals are also renewable resources. Normally living things replace themselves through 

reproduction. But such human activities as hunting, logging, building, and polluting can cause whole groups 

of living things to disappear forever. 

 

Non- Renewable Resources 

Nonliving things make up another kind of natural resource. These resources, such as soil, stone, oil, and 

gases, can take thousands or millions of years to form. They are considered nonrenewable because people use 

them faster than they can form. 

 

Disappearing Resources 

Many people fear that humans are destroying the world’s natural resources. Clearing land for farming 

and building wipes out forests and the animals that live there. Cars and factories use huge amounts of oil 

every day. They also release poisonous chemicals that pollute the air, water, and soil. Many people are 

working to conserve, or protect, natural resources. In addition, scientists are working on ways to produce 

energy and goods without causing pollution.  

 

 

 

 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/mineral/353468
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/fossil-fuel/399465
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/natural-resource/399553/252017-toc
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/natural-resource/399553/252018-toc
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/natural-resource/399553/252019-toc
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/conservation/352993


Task 2: Where in the World? 

Use a blank map (either print this one and trace/stick in or freehand draw your own and mark on where 

natural resources are found over the world. You will have to do your research! Try and find one natural 

resource for each of the following continents (Africa, Asia, Europe, Australia, North America and South 

America). Remember to use a key and label the continents, oceans and add a compass to show North, South, 

East and West.  

Starting Point… can you locate where these resources are found? 

o Oil 

o Coal 

o Copper 

o Wood products 

o Diamonds 

o Textiles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful Information: 

Distribution of Natural Resources 
 
Natural resources are not evenly distributed all over the world. Some places are more endowed 
that others — for instance, some regions have lots of water (and access to ocean and seas). 
Others have lots of minerals and forestlands. Others have metallic rocks, wildlife, fossil fuels 

and so on.  



 

For example, The US has the world's largest coal reserves accounting for 27% of the world's 
total. Australia is the world's largest exporter of coal accounting for 29% of global coal 
exports. China remains the largest producer of gold with a 14% share of the global production. 
The United States, Russia, and Canada are the leading producers of timber and pulp.  
 
Many countries have developed their economies by using their natural resources. Some also get 
a lot of income from their resources in the form of tourism and recreation. Brazil and Peru 
for example, make a lot of money from The Amazon Forest, which is super diverse in trees 
and animals. 
 
Crude oil is another important natural resource. From Crude oil, we get many petroleum 
products such as petrol, diesel and gas. We use these to fuel our cars and provide energy to 
warm and cool our homes. But Crude oil is not evenly distributed all over the world. Below is 
an illustration of how much each region of the world produces. 
 

 
 
International and local trade has its roots in the fact that resources are not evenly distributed 
on the earth’s surface. Regions with crude oil can drill oil and sell to regions without oil, and 
also buy resources such as timber and precious metals (gold, diamonds and silver) from other 
regions that have them in abundance. 
 
The uneven distribution is also the root of power and greed in many regions. Some countries 
use their wealth in resources to control and manipulate regions with fewer resources. Some 
countries and regions have even gone to war over the management, ownership, allocation, use 
and protection of natural resources and related ecosystems. 
 

 


